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Wael B. Hallaq is a famous Scholar of the twentieth century. He
was born in Nazareth, Palestine in 1955. He is an expert in Islamic
Law. He did his Ph.D. at the USA, University of Washington. He
served as Assistant Professor at McGill University and taught
Islamic Law. He was promoted to Professor of Islamic law in 2005
at McGill University. He is one of the leading scholars of Islamic
Law. Hallaq's work has been widely debated and translated into
Arabic, Hebrew, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Persian and
Turkish, among others. His books and articles are a big source of
knowledge to understand the oriental approach to Sharia. He has
two points of view on Islamic law. In the first case, for the
development of Islamic law, we must take historical, gradual, and
evolutionary concepts into account. He broadly concurs with
western philosophers in this aspect. This first component of
Hallaqg's theories' may be renamed as the theory of evolution of
Islamic law. From the second point of view, Hallaq reviews how
politics has affected Islamic law and daily life in the modern state
and argues that this relationship between Islamic law and the
modern state calls for moral philosophy to construct an Islamic
state in the modern world. Without moral and ethical change in
modern state, the development of Islamic state is Impossible in the
world. Therefore, he called a Muslim state as impossible state to
exist in modern world. There is also a disagreement with the
proposed philosophy of Hallaq in view of the relationship between
the modern state and Islamic law. Because Hallag's moral
philosophy is basically a secular worldview. We have discussed
second point of view oh Hallaq’s ideology in this paper.
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! Wael Hallag, The Impossible State (Islam, Politics and Moral Predicament), Columbia University Press, Published in
2013.

2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bwi8SZILFe2U (Time: 12:15, Date: 09-03-2024)

3 Wael Hallaq, Al-Duktur, Al-Dawlah Al-Mustahilah (Al-Islam wa al-Siyasah wa Ma'zaq al-Hadathah al-Akhlaqi), 'Amr
Uthman, Al-Markaz Al-'Arabi lil-Abhath wa Dirasat al-Siyasat.

4 Wael Hallaq, Namumkin Riyasat (Islam, Siyasat aur Jadidiyat ki Akhlagi Mushkil), mutarjim Sabir Ali, Legacy Books,
Warasat Publications, Lahore.

5 Abdul Basit, An Introduction to Wael Hallaq’s works and thoughts, Al-Qamar, Vol.02, Issue. 02 (July-December 2019).
® Wael Hallaq, Namumkin Riyasat (Islam, Siyasat aur Jadidiyat ki Akhlaqi Mushkil), mutarjim Sabir Ali, Legacy Books,
Warasat Publications, Lahore, page:09-18

7 Wael Hallaq considers figh (Islamic jurisprudence) and Sharia as human law. However, the divine nature of Sharia is not
clearly evident in his views. In many instances, he presents Sharia's divine nature in a jurisprudential context, which
indicates that he does not acknowledge the divine nature of Islamic law, Sharia, or its sources.

8 The true concept of the "Caliphate" forms the foundation of the political matters of the Muslim Ummah. I do not believe
that Wael Hallaq, considering modernity, would be willing to formulate a modern ethical narrative to solve state-related
issues based on this concept.

 Al-Qur'an, Surah Hud, Ayah: 88

10 Wael Hallaq, Namumkin Riyasat (Islam, Siyasat aur Jadidiyat ki Akhlagi Mushkil), mutarjim Sabir Ali, Legacy Books,
Warasat Publications, Lahore. pp.60-65.

!1See, Muslim Family Laws Ordinance 1961/ The Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act, 1939/ Muslim Marriage act 1939.
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12 Wael Hallaq, Namumkin Riyasat (Islam, Sivasat aur Jadidiyat ki Akhlaqi Mushkil), mutarjim Sabir Ali, Legacy Books,
Warasat Publications, Lahore. p.12

13 Wael Hallaq, Namumkin Riyasat (Islam, Siyasat aur Jadidiyat ki Akhlagi Mushkil), mutarjim Sabir Ali, Legacy Books,
Warasat Publications, Lahore. p.13

14 This is the natural state that encourages a person to perform good deeds from an Islamic perspective. Sharia provides the
principles for ethics, which are important as driving and enforcing factors. In this sense, the foundation of ethics here is
also divine sources, whereas in Hallaq's philosophy, it is a learned process. (In fact, these are the debates on determining
the standards of good and evil that our theologians resolved centuries ago.).

15 Wael Hallaq, Namumkin Riyasat (Islam, Sivasat aur Jadidiyat ki Akhlaqi Mushkil), mutarjim Sabir Ali, Legacy Books,
Warasat Publications, Lahore. p.24

16Wael Hallaq, Namumkin Riyasat (Islam, Siyasat aur Jadidiyat ki Akhlaqi Mushkil), mutarjim Sabir Ali, Legacy Books,
Warasat Publications, Lahore. pp.24-25

17 Wael Hallaq, Namumkin Riyasat (Islam, Siyasat aur Jadidiyat ki Akhlagi Mushkil), mutarjim Sabir Ali, Legacy Books,
Warasat Publications, Lahore. p.27

18 Wael Hallaq, Namumkin Riyasat (Islam, Siyasat aur Jadidiyat ki Akhlagi Mushkil), mutarjim Sabir Ali, Legacy Books,
Warasat Publications, Lahore. p.32

YWael Hallaq, Namumkin Riyasat (Islam, Siyasat aur Jadidiyat ki Akhlagi Mushkil), mutarjim Sabir Ali, Legacy Books,
Warasat Publications, Lahore. p.36

20 Wael Hallaq, Namumkin Rivasat (Islam, Siyasat aur Jadidiyat ki Akhlaqi Mushkil), mutarjim Sabir Ali, Legacy Books,
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