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Abstract
The Holy Qur'an delineates guidelines governing various aspects of human existence, particularly

within personal and familial realms. As Islam is illuminated by the teachings of the Qur'an and the
practices of the Prophet Muhammad %, it offers comprehensive directives on matters like
marriage, divorce, adoption, pilgrimage, dowry, upkeep, inheritance, testamentary matters,
polygamy, and the rights and obligations of spouses.
It's evident that the West has propagated a culture saturated with nudity and indecency under false
banners of feminism and gender equality. This culture has become a significant burden for them
today. European culture and family legislation have given rise to profound challenges for both
America and Europe, leaving even the most eminent thinkers and intellectuals in these regions
unable to find remedies. Their family structures are crumbling, and the core foundations of familial
unity are disintegrating. Concurrently, contemporary feminist ideologies are observed to be
promoting similar concepts within the Islamic context. Given these circumstances, it's imperative
for adherents of the true faith to courageously and wisely present Islam's compassionate system to
the world. They must clarify unequivocally that the inhumane civilization of Europe and its
imposition of unnatural family laws have led the world to the brink of destruction. The sole path
to salvation from this predicament lies in adhering to Islamic teachings and laws.
In contemporary times, intellectually inclined women are actively working to reconcile Islamic
teachings with modern principles. Notable figures in this movement include Amina Wadud, Asra
Nomani, Ghazala Anwar, Shireen Khan, and Arshad Manji. Amina Wadud, in particular, is widely
recognized as one of the first Muslim women in today's world to lead mixed-gender congregational
prayers in America. However, despite her groundbreaking actions, her book "Quran and Woman"
only superficially touches upon this topic, lacking in-depth discussions on women leading
congregational prayers, which remains a pertinent issue today.
In the article under review entitled ""Effects of Modern Feminist Thoughts and Ideologies on
the Muslim Family System (Study of Muslim Society in the Context of Islamic Sharia)"
family problems are described and their solution is presented in the light of Islamic Sharia.
Keywords: Family System; Modern Feminist Ideas; Culture & Civilization, Shariah Rules &
Regulations; Modernism.
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“Moreover, what concerns me most about 'traditional' tafasir is that they

were exclusively written by males. This means that men and men's

14 Internet = awadud@saturn.vcu-edu

15Quran and Woman" by AminaWadud, p.55
16Quran and Woman" by AminaWadud p.70-71
"My-Muslim.com Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 2001,
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experiences were included and women and women's experiences were
either excluded or interpreted through the male vision, perspective, desire,

18
or needs of wo-man”
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“If readers of the Qur'an have assumed in any way that men are superior
to women intellectually, spiritually, ontologically, etc.; that men are 'in
charge of women'; that men have a more significant role in the
continuation of society; that men are natural leaders; that men should 'rule’
the family and get obedience from women; that women do not have to
participate and contribute in order to maintain the family and society; that

women do not have to participate and contribute in”!?
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“This verse has been interpreted to signify that there is a darajah between
all men and all women in all circumstances. The context of the discussion,
however, is clear: men have an advantage over women when it comes to
divorce. In the Qur'an the advantage men have is that of being individually
able to pronounce divorce against their wives without arbitration or
assistance. Divorce is granted to a woman, on the other hand, only after

intervention of an authority for example, a judge”°
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“Furthermore, one male witness plus this two-female unit does not equal
a two-for-one formula, because four female witnesses may alternatively
be substituted for two male witnesses. Yet, the Qur'an does not provide
this alternative. Despite the social constraints, at the time of revelation—
inexperience and coercion of women—a woman was nevertheless

considered a potential witness”?!
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20Amina wadood, Quran and Woman, p:68

2l Amina wadood, Quran and Woman, p:86
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“This restriction only applies to financial transactions; it does not apply to
other situations. The requirement for two women and one man to witness
financial contracts is not a blanket requirement for women's patticipation, or
even for all witnessing. Other requests for witnesses should be for

unspecified gender. Therefore, anyone deemed capable of witnessing has the

right to be one.”%2
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"A legacy of interpretive reading of the Quran written nearly completely
by males has emerged from fourteen centuries of Islamic thinking." Amina
Wadood gives the first interpretive reading of the Quran by a woman, now
with the Quran and women. A reading which validates the female voice in
the Quran and brings it out of the shadows Muslim progressive have long
argued that it is not religion but patriarchal interpretation and
implementation of the Quran that have kept women oppressed. For many,
the way to reform is the re-examination and re-interpretation of religious

texts"?6

2*My-Muslim.com Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 2001,
-144J:,fr(”f’ rmu:u"}lluuim;m/;vur:&‘uu,u,:dmr”
Maududi, Syed Abul A'la Maududi, Molana, Parda,ldara Tarjuman ul Quran, Lahore, P:144.

26 Amina wadud,Quran and Women" p.1
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