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Orientalists have also presented their theories and ideas
regarding the mysterious letters of the Quran. These theories
encompass diverse viewpoints. According to some, these are
ancient names of the chapters of the Quran. Some consider
them as symbols indicating the central themes of the
chapters. Others take them as references to individuals who
were associated with these chapters. This article takes Keith
Massey's theory on disjointed letters as the subject of
investigation. According to him, the mysterious letters
always appear in a specific order. Upon examining the
thirteen different disjointed letter combinations found in the
Quran, which are present in eleven different chapters, it
becomes evident that the presence of letters in these
combinations is neither random nor irregular. These letters
are actually abbreviations of the names of individuals whom
the writers of the Quran have taken the material. The
categorisation of individuals' names could be for any reason,
and then these individuals were ranked according to their
importance, resulting in these disjointed letters appearing in
a specific order and creating a certain structure and

regularity.
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“The principle weakness of Noldeke /Hirschfeld’s theory, as with all the theories put
forth on the issue, is that it does not indeed, cannot prove its case. The ability to produce
identification of the letters, whether they may be names or whole words, does not prove
that the identifications are correct. To peruse the catalogue of identification is to see

more of a tribute to the imagination of the researchers than any solutions.”?
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“Comparing the eleven different combinations in which the thirteen different letters
appear quickly reveals that the order of the letters is not random or arbitrary. This would
not have been expected to happen if the letters stood for sentences or words; such a

system would not have been likely able to prevent violations on a ranking.”’
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“The answer, unfortunately, is that, because of the many variables in the problem, the

odds of random letters such as these having an inviolate ranking is very difficult to

calculate.”®
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If the letters are an ordered list, the best candidate for referent is the names of people
who, for some reason, are ranked by the person who has put down the letters. '°
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When Zaid ibn Tabit, at the order of Uthman, compiled the Quran, he used several
sources for those Surahs which had either more than one source (or perhaps whose
reading was supported by more than one source, as in the Greek New Testament), he
acknowledged those sources by listing one letter abbreviations of them, in his perceived

rank of importance. '
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